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job as a substitute teacher at Sandy 
Hook—something she had longed to do 
since age 6. She found a home in this 
community and gave her life caring for 
its children. A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, she cheered on the 
women’s basketball team and enjoyed 
going to Broadway shows. 

Rachel D’Avino was an intern at 
Sandy Hook—a 29-year-old who was in 
the process of learning how to help 
children with special needs. She was 
studying at the University of Saint Jo-
seph for an advanced degree in applied 
behavior analysis and provided one-on- 
one instruction to various students. 
Her boyfriend was planning on asking 
for her hand in marriage on Christmas 
Eve. 

Victoria Soto loved going to work 
each day as a first grade teacher at 
Sandy Hook Elementary and was, in 
turn, beloved by her students. She was 
raised in a family of public servants 
and graduated from Eastern Con-
necticut State University. She was at-
tending night school at Southern Con-
necticut State for a master’s degree. 
When the gunman shot his way into 
her classroom, she protected the chil-
dren under her care without hesitation. 
Her story and those of her colleagues, 
who put their lives on the line, will be 
remembered around the Nation. 

During this holiday season, we pray 
that the Newtown community can find 
peace and solace. This tragedy reminds 
us of both the fragility and precious-
ness of life, and the healing grace of 
love. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HUDSON RIVER 
SCHOOL OF PAINTING 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
in 2010, Senators GILLIBRAND and SCHU-
MER passed a resolution honoring the 
Hudson River School painters for their 
contributions to the United States. 
Today, I join my colleagues in paying 
tribute to this significant, historic ar-
tistic movement and recognize its ties 
to Connecticut. 

The Hudson River School of Painting 
originated in the Hudson River Valley 
in the 1920s and consists of landscapes 
featuring highly detailed and realistic 
scenes of American wilderness. Paint-
ers attributed to this style include 
Thomas Cole, Asher Durand, Jasper 
Cropsey, Sanford Robinson Gifford, 
George Inness, Worthington 
Whittredge, Albert Bierstadt, and 
Thomas Morgan. 

Two of the most influential painters 
of the Hudson River School have Con-
necticut roots: John Kensett and John 
Frederic Church. Born in Cheshire, 
Kensett worked in New Haven as an en-
graver and traveled throughout New 
England, painting scenes of his cher-
ished homeland. At his home on Con-
tentment Island near Darien, he paint-
ed some of his most notable works. 
Church was born in Hartford and be-
came famous for his landscapes of ex-
otic locales of South America, Western 
Europe, and the Middle East. 

The Long Island Sound—a treasure of 
Connecticut and the East Coast—was a 
common subject lovingly portrayed by 
Hudson River School painters, in par-
ticular by Kensett, who would frequent 
the Sound to or from his studio in 
Darien. Famously, Kensett’s ‘‘Twilight 
in the Cedars at Darien,’’ portrays a se-
rene sun setting over a dense swath of 
forest in Connecticut. 

The Hudson River School has not 
only inspired painters for generations, 
but led to the development of the Na-
tional Park Service under President 
Theodore Roosevelt. In Connecticut 
and throughout the Nation, this influ-
ential style has inspired environmental 
conservation efforts historically and to 
the present day. 

These beautiful, idyllic landscapes, 
untouched by man, inspire us to pro-
tect our land, air, and water; future 
generations must not look at these 
paintings as ancient artifact. Con-
necticut is closely tied to the Hudson 
River School, and we must continue to 
preserve its legacy now and in the fu-
ture by learning more about the School 
and its painters. I encourage my col-
leagues and their constituents to en-
gage in this worthwhile pursuit. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–8730. A communication from the Acting 
Principal Deputy Secretary of Defense (Re-
serve Affairs), transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the National Guard Youth Challenge Pro-
gram 2012 annual report; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–8731. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Relocation of Reg-
ulations’’ (RIN2590–AA56) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 28, 2012; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–8732. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to the 
Western Balkans that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13219 of June 26, 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–8733. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 12947 with respect to terror-
ists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East 
peace process; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–8734. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to 
North Korea that was declared in Executive 
Order 13466 of June 26, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–8735. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to 
blocking property of the Government of the 

Russian Federation relating to the disposi-
tion of highly enriched uranium extracted 
from nuclear weapons that was declared in 
Executive Order 13617 of June 25, 2012; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–8736. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans and Designation of Areas 
for Air Quality Planning Purposes; Ohio; Re-
designation of the Ohio Portion of the Hun-
tington-Ashland 1997 Annual Fine Particu-
late Matter Nonattainment Area to Attain-
ment’’ (FRL No. 9764–9) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
28, 2012; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–8737. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; State of Colorado; Re-
gional Haze State Implementation Plan’’ 
(FRL No. 9734–8) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 28, 2012; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–8738. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations: Revisions to the Total Coliform 
Rule’’ (FRL No. 9684–8) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
28, 2012; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–8739. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Significant New Use Rule on Certain 
Chemical Substances; Removal of Signifi-
cant New Use Rules’’ (FRL No. 9369–8) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 28, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–8740. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Utah; Deter-
mination of Clean Data for the 1987 PM10 
Standard for the Ogden Area’’ (FRL No. 9765– 
6) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 28, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–8741. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Alaska: 
Eagle River PM10 Nonattainment Area Lim-
ited Maintenance Plan and Redesignation 
Request’’ (FRL No. 9764–7) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 28, 2012; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–8742. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Delaware, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania; Determina-
tion of Attainment of the 2006 24-hour Fine 
Particulate Matter Standard for the Phila-
delphia-Wilmington, PA–NJ-DE Nonattain-
ment Area’’ (FRL No. 9765–9) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 28, 2012; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 
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EC–8743. A communication from the Direc-

tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Health and Safety Data Reporting; 
Addition of Certain Chemicals; Withdrawal 
of Final Rule’’ (FRL No. 9375–3) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 28, 2012; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–8744. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, certification of 
proposed issuance of an export license pursu-
ant to section 36(c) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (Transmittal No. DDTC 12–157); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–8745. A communication from the Chief 
of the Border Security Regulations Branch, 
Customs and Border Protection, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Opening of Boquillas Border Crossing and 
Update to the Class B Port of Entry Descrip-
tion’’ (RIN1651–AA90) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
28, 2012; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. NELSON of Nebraska: 
S. 3712. A bill to authorize the minting of 

a coin in honor of the Centennial of Boys 
Town, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SHELBY: 
S. 3713. A bill to make technical correc-

tions to the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 3077 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN), the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3077, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in recognition and celebration of 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 

S. 3460 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3460, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for 
startup businesses to use a portion of 
the research and development credit to 
offset payroll taxes. 

S. 3673 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3673, a bill to provide a 
comprehensive deficit reduction plan, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 618 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 618, a resolution observing 
the 100th birthday of civil rights icon 
Rosa Parks and commemorating her 
legacy. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3395 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3395 pro-
posed to H.R. 1, an act making appro-
priations for disaster relief for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2013, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. SHELBY: 
S. 3713. A bill to make technical cor-

rections to the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act; 
to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss legislation that I in-
troduced to make technical corrections 
to the Dodd-Frank Act. 

Two and a half years ago, Congress 
rushed to pass the 2,300 page Dodd- 
Frank Act and, like any large and com-
plex piece of legislation, it contains 
numerous technical errors. 

For example, section 742(b) of Dodd- 
Frank amends the Gramm-Leach-Bli-
ley Act by citing to section 206(e) of 
that act when, in fact, Gramm-Leach- 
Bliley does not have a section 206(e). 

Another example is that Dodd-Frank 
abolished the Office of Thrift Super-
vision, but failed to take out references 
to the OTS in at least 20 statutes. 

These are the types of errors that 
should be corrected. 

While I strongly opposed Dodd-Frank 
and do not believe that it should have 
become law, I nevertheless believe that 
we should at least attempt to clean up 
the errors found throughout the legis-
lation. 

Accordingly, the legislation I have 
introduced focuses purely on technical 
corrections of non-substantive inac-
curacies and omissions in the final 
Dodd-Frank bill. 

The bill I introduced could have been 
many pages longer, but I sought to 
keep it to only those changes that were 
purely technical. 

There are many other technical 
changes that could be made that also 
involve policy judgments. 

I decided not to include those 
changes in my bill because I wanted to 
introduce a bill that could garner 
broad bipartisan support and serve as a 
starting point for forging additional 
compromises on other problems with 
Dodd-Frank. 

If Congress is ever going to be bipar-
tisan, this is the bill. We should at a 
bare minimum be able to agree that a 
law with numerous technical errors 
should be fixed at least to the extent of 
those technical issues. 

While the issues addressed in this bill 
are technical in nature, they also take 
into account the realities with the on-
going implementation of Dodd-Frank. 

For example, this legislation extends 
for one year the deadline for com-
pleting and issuing the regulations, 
studies and reports required by Dodd- 
Frank that have not been met by the 
date specified. 

This provision does not aim to delay 
or undermine the rulemaking process 
in any way. 

On the contrary, it is meant to ad-
dress the flawed rulemaking process 
stipulated by Dodd-Frank, which di-
rects financial regulators to complete 
an unprecedented number of 
rulemakings in very short time frames. 

Presently, our financial regulators 
are in violation of the law because they 
have not completed scores of 
rulemakings by the times prescribed by 
Dodd-Frank. This is not how the 
world’s leading democracy should func-
tion. 

Congress’s laws should be followed, 
especially by the agencies it has cre-
ated. Congress should either hold regu-
lators accountable for not making stat-
utory deadlines or should grant regu-
lators more time so that they are not 
in violation of the law. 

In this case, extending deadlines is 
the appropriate and reasonable ap-
proach. 

While I offer this bill to technically 
improve Dodd-Frank, my views about 
the substantive provisions of Dodd- 
Frank have not changed. 

I continue to believe that it is a 
flawed and poorly conceived piece of 
legislation. It expanded the scope and 
power of ineffective bureaucracies, cre-
ated vast new bureaucracies with little 
accountability, and seriously under-
mined the competitiveness of the 
American economy. 

Moreover, Dodd-Frank did all that 
without accomplishing what it set out 
to do—make our financial system 
safer. 

Instead, Dodd-Frank preserved and 
codified preferential treatment for 
large financial institutions. 

It solidified the close relationships 
between regulators and big banks by 
maintaining their pre-existing pruden-
tial regulators. 

Dodd-Frank also protected the big 
banks from bankruptcy by creating a 
new resolution mechanism to ensure 
that large financial institutions do not 
fail. 

In addition not one regulator was 
held accountable in the wake of the 
crisis. To add insult to injury, the very 
same regulators that missed the warn-
ing signs were then closely consulted 
on how to draft Dodd-Frank. 

Accordingly, many provisions in 
Dodd-Frank should be reexamined and 
replaced with language which would 
actually address the serious problems 
in our financial regulatory system. 

This bill, however, does not address 
any of my substantive concerns with 
Dodd Frank. In fact, I made a con-
scious effort to avoid any substantive 
recommendations, and to focus exclu-
sively on technical corrections. 

My hope is that this bill will form 
the foundation for a more comprehen-
sive debate on Dodd-Frank in the next 
Congress. Therefore, I intend to re-
introduce this bill when we return in 
January. 

By working together to revise Dodd- 
Frank, I believe Congress can not only 
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